1912-1930

In 1912 the sxclusive winter rescrr, the Gasparilla lnn opened and a
e and larger train station wai in operation with rooms on the
second floor for the officers of the Charlote Harbor & Morthern
Railread, the AACCs's railway Land sales began: passengers searted
arriving on the train, and at the same time phosphate which was
hauled from central Flossda by traing on the new raidread was boaded
onto thips at the phosphate terminal at Port Boca Grande.
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A goll course for goosts of the Inn and winter residents oponed
south of 13t Street on bind beased for more than a decade from the
milmary reserve. Churches and a school wers bullt, and an
sutomeabile ferry service was established, adding to the passengers
already arriving by the daily train service from Tampa and beyand.

ot opportursties flourished, both at the port and in town. Howsing for
fishermen and a fish house were builc on the northern part of the island
that becam tha vilige of Gasparilla (roar the old Peacen's fish ranch),
Loclly caught fish could be trarsported north by tram.

The Boca Grande Land Company constructed housing for African
American workers close 1o the central village as well as near the area
whese white middle elass workers were purchasing land and building
homes. On the south end of the islind, houwsing was builkk for railroad
and phosphate termenal workers in an area called Scuth Dack,

Wealthy wirter ressdents, called “Beachironters™ by the
iskainders, constructed houses along the beach near the
Gasparila Inn

A second hotel which boasted 2 goll course, riding smble,
landirg strip. tennis courts. and a wide stretch of beach on
the Gulf of Mexico opened in 1929, lt was ramed the Boca
Grande Hotel and was located just soath of lur Swreer,
fronting the Gulf.

A new, beautiful Mediterranean style school was
built with rooms o accommodate owelve
grades, replicing the older schaol that anly
mught stwdents to the ninth grade. This project
was sccomplished with the help of a winter
resident. Louise du Pont Crowninshiekd, whose
marry philanchropic pursuit would include the
establihment of a rew medical facility, the Boca
Grande Healch Clinic thar opened in 1949,




